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For a world in which Assyrians have no new Martyrs to mourn, the
Nineveh Plain Protection Units are our first step...

"Internally displaced Assyrians cite mistrust of security forces as the
primary impediment to their return, so it is no surprise that the NPU—
the only force made up of locals from the plains—has return rates in
areas it controls significantly higher than in areas secured by Kurdish
forces or Iran-backed militias alone and higher return rates than all
areas controlled by other forces in the plains combined, according to
a June assessment by the Assyrian Policy Institute.

The NPU is not backed by the United States and currently receives
only tepid support from the Iragi central government. Washington and
Baghdad should make their support for the NPU explicit. It would
address mistrust held by minority communities due to the
Peshmerga's 2014 retreat, shift a burden from Baghdad to a
trustworthy force without a record of human rights abuses, and could
alleviate the region's refugee crisis...

Iraq's Assyrians cannot endure another conflict. If Irag's Indigenous
peoples are to have a future, there must be a reckoning with both
Iran-backed militias and the KDP's role in undermining the only option
that has yielded results: empowering local Assyrians to defend
themselves within proper legal authority, providing them a chance at
survival in a land devoid of equality for generations."

Story by R.S. Zaya with the Assyrian Policy Institute.
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Irag's Indigenous Peoples Can't Face Another Conflict

Despite the Islamic State's retreat, Assyrians fear for their security i...
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